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INTRODUCTION

A STATEWIDE SEARCH FOR AQUATIC

INVASIVE SPECIES
Snapshot Day is a statewide AIS monitoring initiative organized by River Alliance of Wisconsin, in

coordination with the WI DNR, UW Extension Citizen Lake Monitoring Network, and other

partners across the state.  Established in 2014 as an effort to identify AIS entering rivers at

points of human access   - like bridges - it has expanded to include lakes and wetlands. On

Snapshot Day we work to empower communities to protect what they love, by becoming AIS

monitors.

Welcome to the 6th annual Snapshot Day!  On Saturday, August 17, 2019 you and

volunteers across the state will gather together to help prevent the spread of aquatic

invasive species (AIS). Together you will learn how to identify species of concern and

then venture out into the field on this community science scavenger hunt. It is for this

we say: THANK YOU!

The efforts of passionate volunteers, like you, are vital to the early detection of

invasive species. Snapshot Day participants have helped identify new populations of

AIS across Wisconsin during and after the event, allowing for WI Department of

Natural Resources (DNR) and local partners to manage threats and protect our waters.

So if you are ready to learn more, let's jump in!

WHAT MAKES A SPECIES INVASIVE?

 

 

WI DNR defines invasive species as, "plants, animals and pathogens that cause harm to the

economy, environment and/or human health."  Invasive species are often non-native but it is

important to remember that not all non-native species are invasive. Invasive species are typically

generalists - they can utilize a wide range of resources and survive in a wide variety of

environmental conditions.

Faster growth rates or earlier reproductive maturity often help invasive species establish rapidly.

When coupled with a reproductive advantage of sheer numbers - think hundreds of seeds or

millions of eggs - they can have more offspring survive and continue the cycle. There are often a

lack of predators or disease to control these growing populations allowing AIS to continue

breeding, eating, and out-competing native species in Wisconsin.
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2018 SNAPSHOT DAY RESULTS

173
PARTICIPANTS

153
SITES MONITORED

20
PARTNERS

20 previously undocumented populations 

6 previously observed species were confirmed

48 river & stream sites, 50 lake sites, 3 wetland sites

15 AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES IDENTIFIED
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Aquatic Forget-me-not 

Asian Clam 

Banded Mystery Snail 

Chinese Mystery Snail 

Curly Leaf Pondweed 

Eurasian Water-Milfoil 

Faucet Snail 

Flowering Rush 

Japanese Knotweed 

Narrow-leaved cattail 

New Zealand Mudsnail 

Purple Loosestrife 

Rusty Crayfish 

Yellow Iris 

Zebra Mussel 

Number of each species found on Snapshot Day (2018)
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OVERVIEW: WHAT HAPPENS ON

SNAPSHOT DAY?

Learn how to identify aquatic invasive plants and animals

Use identification resources as well as data and specimen

collection materials are provided to help you in the field

TRAINING

MONITORING
In teams, carpool to Monitoring Sites

Search for AIS at river and lake Monitoring Sites

Collect specimens and take photos

IDENTIFICATION

Fill out datasheets

Based on your training & resources provided make your best guess

on species found

Return to your Training Site - work with your Site Leader and other

teams to help confirm finds

 
Photos courtesty of (1) Scott Caven 

(2) Stephanie Boismenu (3) Jeff Jackson

SNAPSHOT DAY AGENDA

Registration and materials distributed 

 

Training 

 

Search for AIS at Monitoring Sites

 

Verify Finds and Celebrate

 

8:30 - 9:00 am 

 

9:00 - 9:45 am 

 

9:45 am - NOON

 

12:00 - 1:00 pm

 

 Some events may have modified times, based on the operating hours of Training Site locations.

Information on specific sites is available on the Eventbrite registration page.
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GETTING READY

Snapshot Day is free for all to attend, but we do ask that all participants register online.

Advanced registration helps River Alliance and Site Leaders prepare for each event, ensuring

that enough supplies are provided. Early registration, typically during the 1st week of August,

guarantees free totes, boot brushes, and other volunteer appreciation items. 

 

There is also a set of questions asked at the time of registration that help with planning. 

These include:

REGISTRATION & SURVEY

SHARE THE RIDE, SHARE THE FUN!

During registration you will be asked if you can help in several ways. One option is to carpool your team &

supplies to Monitoring Sites.  If you can help, make sure you check the box in the survey!

What tools or help you can provide on the day?  

How many participants are attending in your group?

What is your comfort level for in-stream work?

Links to our registration page can be found at: wisconsinrivers.org/snapshot-day along with

identification resources for volunteers, protocol training videos, and more.

 

You will receive your first communication from River Alliance once you register for Snapshot Day.

Closer to the event your Site Leader will reach out to begin coordinating and provide updates to

your team. Before Snapshot Day you will receive a Pre-Event Email covering: 

COORDINATION &  COMMUNICATION

Start times

Site location maps and driving directions 

Site Leader contact information 

Updated information on site conditions

Confirmation for which supplies you are bringing

Any information that may be unique to your event
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE
Snapshot Day is a team effort. River Alliance and your Site Leaders will provide many supplies on

the day, but you can help by bringing the following items:

Volunteers are asked to bring: Site Leaders & River Alliance will provide:

1. Specimens & Identification Resources

2. Clipboards, pencils & datasheests

3. Gallon bags for specimen collection

4. Totes, boot brushes, and Snapshot Day SWAG

5. Refreshments or snacks (varies by location)

7. Decontamination stations / materials

 

Some locations may have extra rakes and

handscoops - your Site Leader will let you know

what items they already have to share. 

 

 

Hard handled rakes are used to gather

specimens from rivers & lakes

1. Garden rake  

A small cooler to help keep specimens

from wilting or drying out

2. Cooler

3. Binoculars

4. Car and the ability to carpool

5. Watch / Smartphone

6. Camera /Smartphone

7. Polarized Sunglasses

8. Handscoop

To help scan the waters and shoreline

for AIS

To provide transportation to Monitoring

Sites from Training Site

Help keep track of time while monitoring

Take photos of your finds and the

location to help with ID. Get some shots

of your team in action to help share the

Snapshot Day Story!

Help reduce glare to see AIS in the

water

Feeling crafty? Bring a homemade

handscoop to collect samples

(Instructions on page 19)

Photos courtesty of (1) WDNR, (2) Andy Teal
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On Snapshot Day there are several monitoring options. Whether you are visiting a wooded creek

or sandy lake it is important to be prepared for working outside in a variety weather conditions. 

 

As you prepare for the day remember:

Wear sturdy shoes or waders

Protect yourself from the sun and insect bites. Bring a hat, sunscreen, and bug repellent.

Consider the conditions and dress for the outdoors

BE PREPARED

Photos courtesty of River Alliance and AJ Leiden

START THINKING STORY MAP AND MORE!

In 2018 River Alliance began using Esri Story Maps to share tales of Snapshot Day successes

from across the state. Our volunteers are a critical part of this story - we invite you to contribute

a short "Snapshot Day Snapshot" - share some of your story with River Alliance after the event.

Email us at: ais@wisconsinrivers.org. Submissions may include:

A photo of you or your team

Answer a few questions of your choice:

- Why did you join us on Snapshot Day?

- Why does this work matter to you?

- What is your favorite thing to do on/in the water?

- If you have experience with AIS, which species is "your nemesis"?

- Favorite thing about Wisconsin (outdoor or otherwise)?

- Favorite river/lake in WI?

- Share something unique about yourself.

Feel free to have fun with your replies! For examples, visit: https://arcg.is/1eTunH
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ON SNAPSHOT DAY...

VOLUNTEER TRAINING

Once you arrive, Snapshot Day, Site Leaders will provide a short training, covering several

topics:

Snapshot Day background

Aquatic Invasive Species Identification

Monitoring, photo, & collection

protocols

How to fill out datasheets

Decontamination procedures

Any site specific information or

conditions

We also ask that everyone join together for a group photo before heading out into the field.

Become part of the Snapshot Day success story!

TARGET SPECIES

Aquatic Plants

Curly-leaf Pondweed

Eurasian Water Milfoil 

Hydrilla

Brazilian waterweed

Water chestnut

European frog-bit

Parrot feather

Yellow floating heart

Water lettuce

Water hyacinth

Didymo

 

Emergent Plants

Flowering rush

Purple loosestrife 

Phragmites

Japanese knotweed

Japanese hops

Glyceria maxima

Animals

Faucet snails

New Zealand mudsnails 

Quagga mussels

Zebra mussels

Asian clam

Rusty Crayfish

Red Swamp Crayfish

Site Leaders will teach you about a set of AIS that are of particular concern to your region. Any

of the following species may be covered:

Don't worry - a visual ID guide and reference materials will be provided. No experience with AIS

ID is required, just bring your enthusiasm and curiosity!
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KEEP IT SAFE!

On Snapshot Day you will have the option to monitor from the shore using Dry Protocols or enter

the stream using Wet Protocols. Remember - safety first! 

 

You should use caution and common sense when entering a body of water. Do not enter

the water if:

Public access is the volunteer mantra.  It is important to respect any private property adjacent to

Monitoring Sites. At bridge locations property boundaries may be unclear. Volunteers need to work

within the road right-of-way which is 66 feet wide (33 feet from the center of the road in each

direction). 

 

Once in the stream or lake, watch your step and watch for rocks or holes. You may wear a life

jacket.  You should avoid getting too near any dam or water control structure. If monitoring near

a dam, begin well below the influence of the dam.

 

Remember, only do what you are comfortable doing. There are many different ways you can

help on Snapshot Day:

There is a fast current

Any chance of over-topping your waders

If the banks are too steep

Take photos of invasive species and your group in action 

Fill out datasheets and help time your monitoring partners

Bag and label specimens

Decontaminate equipment and shoes

RIGHT-OF-WAY & SITE ACCESS

You also have the right to be in or on any

navigable waterway as long as your feet are

wet. You may set foot on dry land when

absolutely necessary, to navigate around an

obstruction in the river or stream. Use the

shortest route possible to return to the stream. 

 

For lakes, simply stay within the public access

area.
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