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A Word from the Northern
Office

A few days ago, | was near the
Wisconsin River where it flows out of
Eagle River. The wind was howling and
spitting snow in my face. Still, one
hearty loon was calling from the river -
seemingly unaffected by the weather.

It's tempting here to try to analyze
what it was trying to communicate, or to
give human emotion to that primeval call.

The truth is, I don’'t know why the
loon was calling. But | do know that it
would be difficult for me to live in a
place that didn’t have loons.

Here in the north, we are sustained
economically and emotionally by the
health of our natural resources.

For us, clear and clean water, good

fishing and a daily dose of solitude is why

we live here...and it's why the loons - and
tourists - keep coming back each spring.

There’s no doubt that water-related
issues can be heated here in the north.
We are always mindful of the challenge
to promote economic development
while protecting the resources that
make the north “the north.”

But the loon cares nothing about
these challenges., and neither does the
river. Both are part of an ancient
seasonal rhythm that will go on longer
than any of us. It's our responsibility to
make sure they do.
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Local Groups Spotlight
Upper St. Croix Watershed Alliance

There’s a lot of energy in Douglas
County. That's where the Upper St. Croix
Lake Association, the Friends of the St.
Croix Headwaters and the Gordon/St.
Croix Flowage Association have each
been very involved in monitoring and
protecting the waters of the St. Croix
Watershed.

Now these three groups have joined
forces to work together on projects of
watershed-wide significance.

Under the guidance of St. Croix Basin
Educator, John Haack, the groups have
formed the Upper St. Croix Watershed
Alliance. Their combined energy will be
used to focus on:

 Monitoring for water quality

« Phosphorus levels and aquatic vegetation

* Road run-off and faulty culverts

o Water Levels

* Old septic systems

« Cranberry operations in the area

* Producing a model of how land use

and water quality are related

Other partners in the alliance are
UW-Stevens Point Center for
Watershed Science and Education,
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources and the River Alliance.

For more information on this
watershed working group visit
WWW.USCWa.0rg.
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A Passion for Rivers
What'’s your home river?

Chances are, just thinking of it
takes you back there. What would your
life have been like without that river?

We'd love to hear about your home
river...or one that’s special to you. Log
on at www.wisconsinrivers.org and go
to “River Words” or e-mail us at:

wisrivers@wisconsinrivers.org

River Profile
The Pike

Like a good fishing hole, the Pike
River is a very well-kept secret. It gets
its start in the far northwest corner of
Marinette County and travels eastward
for 61 miles where it empties into the
Menominee River.

The river was designated and
protected as one of Wisconsin's first, and
only, Wild Rivers in 1965.

The Pike is defined by it’s pristine
water puntuated by small riffles and
rapids, dramatic rocky cliffs, canyons
and huge white pines.

It's also known for it's incredible
series of waterfalls that bring the river
tumbling downhill through a dramatic,
and winding course.

Four Foot Falls, Eighteen Foot Falls,
Twelve Foot Falls, Dave’s Falls and Bull
Falls are some of the most impressive.

If you've never paddled the Pike,
you owe yourself a trip. We recommend
the stretch from just below Dave’s Falls
on Highway 141 near Amberg, WI to
the Highway K bridge, just six river
miles downstream. You'll only need to
portage around Bull Falls, and the rest
of the way is suitable for even novices
with its gentle series of riffles and
small rapids.

Rivers Management
Rusk County Takes Lead on
Conservation-Friendly Culverts
We drive over them every day. In fact,
we rarely take note of them...unless they
fail. Heavy rains in the past year have
shown us what happens when culverts
are too small or installed incorrectly. And
avid anglers also understand the
consequences of a culvert that does not
provide safe fish passage. (more)
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County” didn't evoke the same sense of permits will undergo a more rigourous reservations to set water quality standards
.. . . ! ! for point source discharges or to issue
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River Stories
Bev Engstrom

Bev Engstrom thinks a lot about the
future, but she doesn't worry about it any more.
That's because she just signed a conservation

easement to protect 50 acres of northern
; Wisconsin River shoreland that’s been in her
aA .
i ] family for 111 years.
This culvert is sized to effectively handle a heavy rainfall A Conservatlon easement |S a Iegal
drained from a large water shed.
agreement between a landowner and a
How to Contact Us non-profit land conservation organization
Northern Office: — usually called a land trust or conservancy =
2201 Military Road — to protect the land in accordance with ~ Bev Engstrom has protected her Wisconsin River shoreland
Eagle River, W1 54521 the landowner’s wishes. .. forever. Wit & onsertion easement
715-479-7530  \jadison Office: Bev can still sell her property, but the conservation easement - and the
306 E. Wilson, Ste. 2W | | restrictions she outlined - go with it. “Not a day goes by that I don’t smile from the
Madison, WI 53703 peace of mind that comes from protecting this land for the future,” she said.
608-257-2424 To learn more about conservation options and land trusts visit
WWW.Wisconsinrivers.org www.gatheringwaters.org.




